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1A 


AGAINST THE 


B n 3 wi.” 


Fn OURS of June the 29th I received, 
in which you provoke me to take no- 
tice of your former letters. Vour 


„gave you my conſent;” Well, ſince you 
have given conſent to print my remarks on yours, 
I therefore preſent you with the ſame, and de- 
Aire you would, in the firſt place, reflect upon 

„„ the 


+2 


the f 1 paſſages, which 1 leave you and 


the world to make remarks upon; in yours of 


September 14th 1754. you have theſe words: 


your folly and ignorance—your ſcurrilous 
** and falſe defamations—monſtrous ingratitude 
and wickedneſs to lay ſuch ſtupid ignorance 


: 2 and falſe charges on us—notorious falſhoods, 
to ſlander and defame the Lord's people— 
te ſuch an ignoramus to engage in the miniſtry 
| ec quite blinded with prejudice—your convicted 
10 ignorance - your contentious malicious {| pirit— 


don't underſtand common ſenſe,” Theſe 
words, and ſuch like, are the main of your ar- 
gument in this; for, as to my arguments, you 


ſay, it is needleſs to take any notice of them; 


but why ? becauſe you know not how to 
conſute them, And in yours of December zd 


1754. you ſay, Tis in vain that I in meek- 


© neſs and love endeavoured to cool your haſty 


* contentious ſpirit. But are your words in- 


| deed words of meekneſs and love: well, the 
Lord be judge between us. Did the Lord ok 


love ever uſe ſuch words as theſe, to cool haſty 


ſpirits with. And in yours, dated as above, you 


have theſe words: rumbling, ignorant ſtuff— 


* monſtrous ſtupid popiſh tradition pride, ig- 
e norance, and prejudice your enthuſiaſtical 


c and ignorant dreams and delufions—intolerable 


« jgnorance - confident, conceited, proud, and 
* contentious ſpirit.” All that I have to ſay on 


theſe words, at preſent, 1s, he that ſcorneth, 


himſelf alone ſhall bear it; and wiſh the Lord 
may 


C87 

may give you repentance, and me much of his 
ſpirit, to enable me to go through good and evil 
report as I ought, keeping always God's glory, 
and the good of ſouls in view.—You may obſerve, 


that where I do not mark down the date of yours 


I quote, it reſpects your laſt of June 29th 1755, 
which I principally anſwer, becauſe in that you 
| have uſed ſome ſeeming argument. Fit, I con- 
fute your, and Dr. Gill's error of juſtification, 
by the means or cauſe of water-baptiſm, Se- 
condly, I prove the mode of baptiſm is not dip- 
ping, but ſprinkling. Thirdly, I prove that 
Jude 19. belongs to ſuch of the baptiſts as ſepa- 
rate from their brethren, only on the account of 
water-baptiſm, Fourthly, that you abuſe the 
ſcriptures, by calling Numb. viii. 7. a ceremony, 
and are guilty, in ſo doing, of Deiſm, If I 
ſhould fail in my proof of any of theſe points, and 
you or any of your brethren ſee it, pleaſe to lay 
aſide your hard words, and ſhew me my miſtake 
from the law and teſtimony, the only rule of 
our practice, and reaſon of our faith; but re- 
member, if I prove what I aſſert from God's 
word, if you oppoſe, you do not fight againſt a 


man, but againſt God, 3 


Firſt, I confute your, and Dr. Giils error, of 
pardon and juſtification, by the means or cauſe of 
Water baptiſm. . 
Dr. Gills words are, ſpeaking of water-bap- 
tiſm, © It is of uſe to lead the faith of God's 
people to his blood and righteouſneſs, for par- 
don and juſtification.” This doctrine is prov- 
3 55 ed 


(6) 


ed efroneotis, in a Letter to 4 friend, which has 
ſo angered you : andin defence of the above doc- 


trine, you fay, you have given full proof, in 


« your remarks on Dr. Gr/l, that you know not 


s any difference between the matter of onr juſti- 


* fication, vig. the blood and righteouſneſs of 
* Chriſt, and that which is a means, or of nſe 
* to lead the faith of the people of God to his 

v hlzod and righteouſneſs, for enen 
Yours dated September 14th 1754. a 


That juſtification before God! 1s here intended, | 


3s evident. 


17, Becauſe it is juſtification by the blood md 
Achieved of God, and we are juſtified before 


God, by Chriſt's blood. Rom. v. 9. 


f 20 Becauſe it is juſtification in connection 
with pardon, and it is God only that can pardon 


or forgive fin, Markii, 7. 1/a. xliii. 25, 


1 "Becauſe it is juſtification by faith; which 
term includes all the means that are neceſſary to 


our comfortable enjoyment, of our ING 


By the righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; for being juſtified 


. 9 faith, we have peace with God. Rom. v. 1. 


45 I own that the means of the word preach- 


ed is neceſſary and uſeful in our juſtification by 


15 faith ; for faith comes by hearing. Rom. x. 17. 


zw, IT own that the ſpirit of Chriſt is neceſſa- 
ry, as a mean in conjunction with the word of 


God preached, and the blood of Chriſt, in the | 


buſineſs of pardon, and ON by faith, 
1 Cor. vi. 11. 
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6, 1 own, that water-baptiſm | is a ſtanding 
ordinance in the church, and has its end and uſe 
as all other duties, 7. e. obedience to God's will. 
7 Dr. Gill lays, © whatſoever we do in a 
religious way, we do but what is our duty, 
<* and, if it is a duty, it belongs to the law ;” 
his Sermon on FJuſtification, p. 16. And * 
where he ſays, ſpeaking of water-baptiſm, 
* This is a way of duty, &c. it is a command 
* of Chriſt,” 
 8®, But the queſtion is, whether water-bap- 
tiſm be of any ule in conjunction with faith, and 
the blood and righteouſneſs of God, in the buſk- 
| neſs of pardon and. juſtification : this Dr, Gill ; 
| affirms; you defend; but I deny. 
Water-baptiſm 1 is in no ſenſe neceſſary, or of 
any uſe, in the buſineſs of pardon, and ſudißca⸗ 
tion by faith : this I ſhall Prove from ** 
by ſeveral arguments. | 


en 1 "WER We are jufifed by faith, 
without the deeds of the law. Rom. iii. 28. but 
water-baptiſm is one of the deeds of the law: 
this Dr. Gil owns, as above; therefore is water- _ 
baptiſm of no uſe in the buſineſs of pardon and 
jaſtification, Now, if we are juſtified wholly by 
grace, through faith, then is the work of water- 
baptiſm of no uſe in that point; but the former 
is true, as Eph. ii. 8. teſtifies, So is the latter, 
9. bot if the work of water- baptiſm be of uſe 
in the buſineſs of pardon and juſtification by faith, 
t ben are we * by faith and works; but the 


former 


(8) 


former is falſe, according to Rom. iv, 5. ſo is ; the "| 5 


latter. 


Ang. II. We are juſtified and pardoned by 
faith, in an imputed righteouſneſs ; ; but water- 
baptiſm is the creature's own righteouſneſs; 
therefore it is of no uſe in juſtification by faith. 


That we are juſtified by faith in Chriſt's righte- 
 ouſneſs imputed, is evident from Rom. iv. 5, 6. 


but to him that worketh not, but believeth on 


him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs, even as David alſo de- 
ſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man, unto whom 
Cod imputeth righteouſneſs without works, And : 
that water-baptiſm is the creature's own righte- 


ouſneſs, ſee Deut. vi. 25. And it ſhall be our righ- 
zeouſneſs, if we obſerve to do all theſe command- 


ments, before the Lord our God, as be hath com- 


manded us. Thus it is evident we are pardoned | 


without  water-baptiſm, 


As. III. Ve are pardoned 7 juſtified by the 


obedience and righteouſneſs of one, Rom. v. 18, 
19. by the righteouſneſs of one the free gift came 
upon all men, to juſtification of lite; ver. 19. By 


the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous, 
But water- baptiſm is the obedience and righte- 
ouſneſs of two, the baptizer and baptized, Mat. 
iii. 15. Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righte- 
ouſneſs; Jebn yielded obedience to the law in 


baptizing; and Chriſt in being baptized of John: 
now, as water-baptiſm is the righteouſneſs of 


two. 


(9) 

two, and the text faith wwe are juſtified by the 

 Fighteouſneſs of one, we therefore conclude, that 

water-baptiſm is of no uſe in the buſineſs of par- 
don and juſtification by faith, 


Arg. IV. The faith of Abraham, in point of 
pardon and juſtification, is recommended as a 
pattern for Abraham's children to walk by; but 
water- baptiſm is not the ſteps of Abraham, there- 
fore of no uſe in pardon and juſtification, If 
| Abraham was pardoned by faith, without water 
| baptiſm ; then, it can be of no uſe in that affair 
to us; becauſe the ſcriptures ſet forth only one 
way of pardon and jaſtification ; but the former 
is true, according to Rom. iii, 30. fo is the 


latter. 


arg. V. If water-baptiſm be of uſe, in the 
| buſineſs of pardon, Cc. then the baptiſts will 
have whereof to glory and boaſt ; but all boaſt- 
ing is excluded in a finner's juſtification and par- 
don. Rom. iii. 27. Where is boaſting then? It 1s 
excluded, By what law; of works? Nay, but 
by the law of faith, Therefore water-baptiſm 
is of no uſe in juſtification by faith 


Arg. VI. If water-baptiſm were of uſe to 
lead the faith of God's people to his blood and 
righteouſneſs, for pardoa and juſtification, as 
Dr. Gill aſſerts, in his Expoſition on Gal. vi. 15. 
the ſame ſhould be found in Scripture, ſince he 
owns the ſcriptures the only guide in matters of 

religion 


(10) 1 
religion; but there is not a ſyllable of any ſuch 
docttine in the Scriptures ; therefore is it of no 


ule to Icad the faith of God 8 people, Sc. 


_ Arg. VII. Jeſus Chriſt is the author and 
ſiniſter of faith, Heb. xii. . Ein ag dog au- 
thor of the word of faith, 1 Pet. i, 11. The ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt was in the prophets, and inſtruct- 


cd them what to ſpeak, 2 Sam. XXill. 2. The 


Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and bis words was 
in my tongue. Jeſus our Lord has allo, by bis 
_ obedience and death, brought in the righteouſ- 
neſs of faith, Dan. . 24. hence is he called, the 
Lord our righteoujneſs, Jer. xxili. 6. Moreover, a 
be is the author of ſpiritual life, or ſeeing eye of 
faith. John 1. 4. In him was life, and the hfe 


das the light of men, Heb. xi. 13. Again, he, 


by his baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, leads faith | 
in all its actings, to cloſe with its proper object 
his own rightcouſneſs for pardon and juſtificati- 
on. Jobn xvi. 13, Howbeit, when be the ſpirit 
of truth is come, be will unde you into all truth. 
Ver. 14. He ſhall glorify me : for be ſhall receive 
of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. The Holy 
Spirit brings near Chriſt's righteouſneſs in the 
promile, and ſeals pardon to the ſoul thereby. 
Eph. i. 13. In whom alſo, after ye believed, ye 
were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe. 
Moreover, Jeſus is the criſker of faith, in com- 
plete fruition ; for he ſball change this wile body, 
Phil, iii. 21. Now if faith, in its life, light, 


Gn and actings, for pardon and juſtification, - 


be 


Ei 


be performed, in the ſtrength, and by the f. pirit, 
word, and power of Jeſus Curiſt, then 1 785 


5 baptilin can be of no uſe in this matter; but the 


former is true, ſo is the latter, for Chriſt witl 
not admit of a co-partner in the bufineſs of our 
ſalvation; neither does there need any, becauſe 
the work of God our Saviour is perfect. Nothing 
can be put to the work of God. Eccl. iii. 14. Now 

if Chriſt our living rock, with his living water, 


the Holy Ghoſt, ſent down with power, leads 


and guides into all truth, as the above ſcriptures 
manifeſt, ſhould we not cleave to him alone, 
and not look to water baptiſm to lead our faith? 

Will a man leave the ſnow of Lebanon, which com- 


eth from the rock of the field, or ſhall the cold flow- 


ing waters that cometh from another place be for- 


 faken, becauſe my people hath forgotten me, they 


have burnt incenſe to vanity, and they have cauſed 
them to ſtumble in their ways, from the antient 
paths, to walk in paths, in a way not caſt up. 
Jer. xviii. 14, I5. Now, ſhould a man leave 
this ſnow of Lebanon, which cometh from the 
rock Chriſt, and take up with elementary wa- 
ter, to lead his faith? Should a man forſake the 
cold flowing water of God's promiſes, which has 
ſo cheared and refreſhed the ſoul, in times of 
great thirſt, when the curſes of a broken law 
drink up a man's ſpirits, and the terrors of the 
Lord make him afraid? Should a man forſake 
this antient path of pardon and Juſtification by 
faith in the promiſe, to walk in paths in a way 
not caſt up, viz. pardon and juſtification by the 
B 2 means, 
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means, or cauſe of water-baptiſm, a work of 


the Law ? who hath ever heard of ſuch a thing ? 


Conſider ailigently, and fee if there be Juch a thing. 


Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet 
no gods, but my people bave changed their glory, 


for that which doth not profit. Jer. ii, 10, 11. 


Now, I fay, if Jeſus Chriſt, by his word and 
ſpirit, be your leader, the author and finiſher of 


faith, have you not changed your leader, in ſay- 
ing, the works of your own hands, water-bap- 
tiſm, ſhall lead your faith? It Jeſus Chriſt, the 
God that made heaven and earth, juſtify and | 
pardon you by faith, have you not changed your 
; God, in ſaying, you are parconed and juſtified 
by the mean of water-baptiſm, in conjunction 


with faith? Thus have you changed your glory, 


J uſtification by faith, without your own works) 
for that which doth not profit, even juſtification 
by faith and water- baptiſm; for, Chrift is become 


of no effect to you, whoſoever of you are juſtified 
by the law, ye are fallen from grace, Gal. v. 4. 


But ſome will ſay, what uſe is water-baptiſm 
of then, if not to lead faith, as above? I ͤ an- 


ſwer, it is to be uſed in obedience to the will of 


| God, as all other duties are; but it cannot avail, 


or be of any uſe in our ſalvation, becauſe all we 
can do is due to God, and when we have done 
all, wwe are but unprofitable ſervants, Luke xvii, 


10. but ſalvation is whally of God, and a free 
gift. 


| Otjedlion, | 


(13 ) 


Objection. All divine ordinances, tho' they 
have their different modes, as it pleaſes the Law 
giver, yet, when bleſſed of God, have the fame 
effect, viz. the edification of the body of Chriſt. 
Mr. David Fernie, by me in Mss. May the 5 
1735 : 


Anſwer. That all divine ordinances have the 
ſame effect, in the edification of the body of 
Chriſt, I deny. Jeſus Chriſt is God's ordinance, 
AF, x. 42. Goſpel-miniſters are God's ordi- 
nance, Act. i. 22. The magiſtracy is God's or- 
dinance, Rom. Xi. 1, 2. The ſun, and moon, 
and ſtars, are God's ordinances, Fer. xxxi. 35, 
36. And water-baptiſm is God's ordinance: 


| but do all theſe divine ordinances produce the 
ſame effects; a moſt abſurd aſſertion, if all 


God's ordinances had the ſame effects. A man 
might as well be ſaved by the ſun ſhining on him, 
as Chriſt dying for him, did not God's ordi- 

nance, Chriſt, by ſuffering without the gate, 
1 ſanctify the people with his own blood, Heb. 


uiii. 12, And will the divine ordinance of wa- 


ter- baptiſm have the ſame effect? Has not God 
ordained the ſun to enlighten the moon, ſtars, 
and earth, and theſe dark bodies to receive all 
their light from that one ſun ; how then can all 
God's ordinances produce the fame effect? If 
there be any reaſoning in this author's objection, 
it is this: Jeſus Chriſt, God's ordinance, ſaves 
finners: water-baptiſm is God's ordinance ; 
| 5 3 therefore 


( 74 ) 
therefore it will produce the ſame effects: ſo, 
at this rate, we ſhall have as many Saviours as or- 


dinances. Oh! what ſad work do men make 
with the ſcriptures; yea, abuſe the very light of 
nature to ſupport that erroneous aſſertion, to wit, 
that water. baptiſm is of uſe in juſtification by 


faith: and that J do not wrong this author, fee 


what he further ſays in the ſame Letter, p. 6. 


Again you fay, that water-baptiſa1 ſgnifics the 


« down- pouring, or baptiſm of the ſpirit: now, 
© if it be, ſee it leads to Chriſt ; for in the day of 
« down- pouring they ſhall aol on bim whom they 


« pave pierced.” Zech. xii. 10. 


Arſ. ] do ſay, that Job's baptiſm was the 
fign or ſhadow of Chriſt's, with the Holy Ghoſt, 
Malt. iii. 11. But What man (except he who 
looks upon water-baptitm to be of equal diguity 
and worth as the baptiſm of Chriſt with the Ho- 
1 Ghoſt) would conclude that the ſhadow ſhould 
produce the ſame effects as the ſubſtance? It is 
very evident, by this man's argument, that he 


ſets his new God, Water-baptiſm, upon a level 


with God the Holy Ghoſt : if he does not, let any 
man tell me how he can argue from the effects of 
the ſpirit poured down, to the effects of waters 
: 8 ? 

Another degrading and blaſphemous paſlage 


this ſame author uſes, in his to me, Oct. 19% 


17 54. p. 9. ſpeaking of the mode of baptiſm, 
Matt. iii. 13. 16. his words are: „* As to the 

ce mode, the different element is expreſſed, the _ 
one wich Water, the other with the Holy 


Ghoſt; 
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; te Ghoſt; but the mode muſt be the ſame, the 

- te fign and the thing ſignified muſt agree. 
Anſu. A moſt wretched agreement Water 
f is an element; the other different element, as this 


blaſphemer ſays, is the Holy Ghoſt. Now 


3 judge, Ariaus, Dei ts, one and all, if theſe much- 
* water. men do not degrade God the Holy Ghoſt, 
in order to make another God of their water- 


- baptiſm : for he ſays, they muſt agree. I have 
, read of an agreement and oneneſs among the 
4 perſons in the trinity, 1 John v. 7. but I never 
£ dreamt of water-baptiſm being one of them. 


Thus are poor ſouls bewildered, and know not 
what they ſay, in endeavouring to ſupport that 
error, vig. that water-boptitn is of uſe to lead 
« the faith of God's people to his blood and righ- 
<« teouſneſs, for pardon and juſtification,” _ 
I ſhall now bring Mr. John Gill to confute this 
| bis own propoſition. In his Letter to A. Taylor 
he fays, © Iaffirm that good works are not ne- 
Vs 1 1 to ſalvation in any ſenſe, Tis not good 
works, but grace, which moves God to juſtify,” 
: « pardon, adopt, regenerate, ſanctify, and glo- 
c rify any of the ſons of men. p. 77. Good 
© works are not co-efficient cauſes, or con- cauſes 
© of ſalvation with Chriſt ; they are not adjuvant 
| © or helping cauſes of it: they do not afliſt 1 in, 
or help forward the buſineſs of ſalvation; it is 
done without them. Chriſt will not admit of 
any rivalſhip in this matter; his own arm has 
. © brought ſalvation to him; he has elone effected 
it, and is the ſole author of it, and therefore 
5 1 | | | cc good 
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* good works are needleſs in whit reſpect,ꝰ of 
P. 79. 


Oheck. Some ſay, That though good works 
« are not neceflary to ſalvation as cauſes, yet they 
are neceſſary as means. This cannot be true; 
* becauſe every mean is the cauſe of that unto 
« which it is a mean, and then good works muſt 

© be the cauſes of ſalvation, which has been diſ- 

te proved already. Good works are not neceſſa- 
ry as means, either for the application or poſ- 


te ſeſſion of 0 neither for the inchoation 
46 or conſummation af it.“ Þ- 81. 


No, if good e are not neceſſary to ſal- 
vation as means, in what ſenſe can the mean of 


water: baptiſm be of uſe in pardon and juſtifica- 


tion by faith? But you fay, © you quite miſtake 
* the doctor alſo, in your tedious quotations ; 


* for tho' he denies any thing to be a means of 
* our juſtification but the blood and righteouſ- 
* neſs of Chriſt, he does not, nor any ſound di- 


t vine, deny the means of faith” Yours of 


December 3. 1754. I think, if there be any 
meaning in your words, 1 have hit upon the 
| doctor's ſenſe in my quotations: for you ſay he 
_ denies any thing to be a means of our juſtifica- 


tion, but the blood of Chriſt, and the faith of 
Chriſt : well then, water-baptiſm is not faith, 
ror Chriſt, but a work of the law: of conſe- 
quence be denies water-baptiſm to be of uſe as 


a means in pardon and juſtification by faith. 


Here 
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| Here we are agreed; and now I leave you | 
and the Doctor to conſider upon what grounds 
that propoſition will be maintained. Water- 


898 baptiſm is of uſe to lead the faith of God's people 

5 | to his blood and righteouſneſs for pardon and 
1 juſtification. : | 
8 You ſay, As to your queſtion, received you 

ſt - ee the ſpirit by the work of the Jaw, water-bap- 

. <« tiſm, &c. is like the reſt of your rumbling, 
—— ignorant ſtuff, as you know we believe ac- _ 
A * cording to the word of God, which you do 

mn „ not; that perſons ought to have received the 


< ſpirit before they are baptized, and water- 
ce baptiſm is to be forbid ſuch as have not, Act. 


© x. 47,” My queſtion was this, Gal. iii. 2: 
f This only would I learn of you, Stn you the 
= ſpirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
& | faith? Now, if you have received the ſpirit by 
the work of the law, water-baptiſm, ſhew it; 
f if not, give God's word, the hearing of faith, 
- 3 all the glory. But you lay, © Perſons ought to 

- cChave received the ſpirit before they are ba- 
f 1 tized. Now, ſuppoſing this true, (cho 1 
do not believe it) then you do not receive the 
© ſpirit, to lead your faith in water-baptiſm ; be- 
e cauſe we receive the ſpirit always the ſame way, 

— by hearing the word, and not by the deeds of 
f © the law, Gal. iii. 2. but the former you o-w-n, 
„ that you receive the ſpirit without water 

— _ baptiſm; therefore the latter is true, according 

s do the text, Are you ſo fooliſh then? having be- 
Sun in the Airis are ye now made perfect by the 

e © C Halb? 
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Peſo? Gal. Ui. 4 not the ſame word, by 
which you at EA received the ſpirit and faith, 

able to perfect the ſame without water-baptiſm | 
to lead faith? This ordinance never was ordain- 


ed for any ſuch uſe, and therefore uſeleſs in 


leading faith. But you ſay, « Water-baptiſm 
* 15 to be forbid ſuch as have not received the 
* ſpirit, Ac. x. 47, This text has nothing in 
it like your words. Perſons having the ſpirit 
gives them no right to water- baptiſm. Abraham 


had the ſpirit, but he had no right to water- 


baptiſm ; becauſe God did not impoſe it upon 

him. A man's not having the ſpirit does not 
abſolve him from his duty, when God com- 
mands: Philip baptized many, Simon Magus 
among the reſt, who had not received the Holy 
Ghoſt. AZ. viii. 12, 13. 16. Moreover, it was 
the ſin of the unbelieving Phariſees, their. not 
being baptized of hn, Luke vii. 30. Therefore 
it was their duty: but I ſuppoſe there is none 

will fay, theſe murtherers, as our Lord calls 

them, had received the Holy Ghoſt. See Dr. 
Gill. A neglect of baptiſm, in thoſe who are 
«© the proper ſubjects of it, is reſented by Chriſt, 
cs andi is a rejecting the counſel of God againſt | 


© themſelves, which was the caſe of the Phari- 


& ſees, in the times of John the Baptiſt.“ his 
 expoſit. on Gal. vi. 15. Now you ſay, ſuch who 


have not the ſpirit of Chriſt are to be forbid 


water-baptiſm. Dr. G:/{ ſays, and that truly, 
that the Phariſees, who had not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, were the proper ſubjects of baptiſm : 


now, 
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„ 
now, which of you baptiſts muſt a man believe? 

Poor ſouls are in a ſad caſe who are under your 
conduct! for your doctrine and ways about wa- 
ter-baptiſm be very moveable. Now, if the 
Phariſees were the proper ſubjects of baptiſm, 

let me aſk Dr. Gill upon what grounds he can 
anſwer it to God, the world, and his own ſoul, 
the rejecting of infants? 

I come now to prove, that not 1 but 
forming is the lawful and proper mode of bap- 
tiſm. You ſay, « for juſtification of our prac- | 

e tice, the word of God is full, &c. for to bap- 
© tize is to dip, as our tranſlators have tranſlated 
ce it in other places, where the ordinance of bap- 
te tiſm is not ſpoken of: for inſtance, Luke xvi, 
« 24. John xiii. 26. Rev. xix. . 
1 Azſeb. In mine to you of May. 8. I faid, 
there is no word of God to juſtify your practice 
=o ö of dipping if there be, produce it ;—if not, 
permit me to ſay you are deceived: and all the 
texts you produce, in anſwer to this point, are 
Luke xvi. 24. Jobn xiii. 26. Rev. xix. 13. 
Send Lazarus, that be may dip the tip of his finger 
in water; but how theſe words will juſtify your 
dipping the whole body, is not eaſy for me to 
conceive, nor you to prove. For if to baptize 
ſignify only the dipping the tip of the finger, 
how can the ſame word always ſignify to im- 
merſe, or plunge all over, and nothing elſe? the 
mode of baptiſm cannot be known by the word 
baptize; becauſe there were divers baptiſms, or 
waſhings under the law. Heb. ix, 10, Now, 
C2 immerſion 
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immerſion is but one mode of baptiſm: but the 


text ſaith there were divers baptiſms; therefore 


the mode cannot be known by the word bap- 
tize. 


Again, if to baptize be only dipping the tip 


of the finger, then the mode of baptiſm cannot 
be known by the word baptize; but the former 


you aſſert from Luke xvi. 24. therefore the lat- 


ter is true, without you can perſuade yourſelf 
and others, that dipping the tip of the finger, 
and dipping the whole body, are one and the 
fame thing: thus are you driven from your 


abuſe of the word to baptize. I now prove that 


the mode of baptiſm cannot be by immerſion, 
but by ſprinkling. 


Arg. I. If water-baptiſm was to be 3 


by one man dipping another, the ſame ſhould 
be found commanded in Scripture ; ; fince you 


own the Scriptures the only guide in matters of 


religion; but there is no ſuch precept in the 
whole Bible ; therefore dipping is not the mode 
of baptiſm : but the Scriptures do hold forth 
plentifully, both precept and precedent, of one 
man ſprinkling another, Numb, viii. 7. chap. xix. 


. Heb. ix. 19. Therefore the legal and proper 
ade of baptiſm 1s ſprinkling. What God has 
no where in his word ordained, is none of God's 
ordinance; but God has no where ordained 
one man to plunge another ; therefore is that 
practice none of God's ordinance, But God has, 
| — ordained 


62 ST 7 
ordained one man to ſprinkle another ; therefore 
1s that practice God's ordinance, 


Arg. II. Our Lord fulfilled righteouſneſs, in 
being baptized of Jobn, Matt. iii. 15. Now to 
fulfil righteouſneſs is to act according to the law, 
Deut. vi. 2 5. And it ſhall be our ig bteouj 7%, if 
ve obſerve to do all thefe commandments before the 
Lord our God, as he bath commanded us. But 
there was no law commanding one man to 
dip another; therefore Jeſus our Lord was 
not dipped. That our Lord fulfilled righteouſ— 
neſs, in being baptized, is manifeſt from the 
text; and that there was no law commanding 

one man to dip another 1s evident, becauſe not 
written in the Bible. And let it be obſerved, I 
have often called upon you, and others, to pro- 
duce the place of Scripture where it is command- 
ed, but you have not as yet found it: no, and I 
aw perſuaded never will, Now, if there be no 
law commanding one man to immerſe another, 
then both baptizer, and baptized, fulfil unrigh- 
teouſneſs, or fin. 1 John i. 17. But the former 
is true; therefore the latter. For it is equally 
bad to do what is not commanded, as to _— ; 
doing what is; witneſs Nadab and Abihu, Lev. 
x. I. Chriſt came to fulfil the law and the prophets, 
| Mat, v. 17. The mode of baptiſm the law and 
Prophets ſpeak of, when one man was to baptize 
another, is ſprinkling. Therefore Chriſt was 
ſprinkled, and not dipped. There was righte- 


dbuſneſs in being ſprinkled, becauſe according to 
the 
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« ſpirit.” The other is Act. xv. 8 
uo difference between us and them, wur ig their 
hearts by faith. Fiow, by giving them the Holy 
Ghoſt, even as he did unto us; bat is, baptiz- 
ing them with the Holy Ghoſt, as Peter ſpake, 
T% Now, as one and the 

_ fame thing is held forth to us, by ſprinkling as 
| baptiſm, in the word of God, I therefore con- 
clude the terms are of lixe import, or ſignifica- 
tion. 


n, 1 4. Ch, . 5. 


Jobn did uſe that mode: but the former is true, 
E ſo 
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the law; But ſome will ſay, is ſprinkling bap- 


tiſm? I anſwer, yes; becauſe the ſame thing 
is revealed in holy writ, under the word ſprink- 
ling, as baptiſm, 20 wit, the ſanctifying opera- 
tions of the ſpirit. The texts are, Ezek. xxxvi. 


25. Then will T ſprinkle clean water upon you. 


This you own © ſpeaks of the A of the 


Arg. III. Wa ben cannot be by im 


merſion, to figure out the death, burial, ad 
reſurrection of Chriſt ; becauſe the ſubſtance is 
come; FJeſus our Ledi riſen. Now, to repeat 
the Gen after the ſubſtance is come, is a practical 
denial of Chriſt being riſen : but this they do, 
who baptize by immerſion, to figure out the re- 
ſurrection; therefore do practically deny Chriſt 
to be riſen: for, if Chriſt crucified, buried, 
and riſen, put an end to all the ceremonial law, 
which was a figure of the ſame, then John's bap- 


tiſm, which you call an emblem, or ſign of the 
burial and reſurrection of Chriſt is ceaſed, if ever 
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„ 
fo is the latter. He taketh away the firſt, the 
figures and ſhadows, that he may eſtabliſh the 
fend. the ſubſtance, Jeſus Chriſt, who put a 
period to all the ſhadows that reſpected his firſt 
coming, Heb. x. 9. Why did circumciſion 
ceaſe, becauſe the ſubſtance is come, why do 
we not kill the paſſover lamb? why? Chrift our 


paſſover is ſacrificed for us. Why do we not 
. out the death, burial, and reſurrection of 


3 es hs 
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Chriſt, with the two birds ? Levit. xiv. 6, 7. 
ſtill the anſwer is the ſame, the ſubſtance | 8 
come. = 
Now, If you believe the reſurreQion of : 
| Chriſt, give a reaſon why the fign of his reſur= 
| reRtion 1 is continued, and all the "other ſhadows 


ceaſed. But as baptiſm f is a ſtanding ordinance 


till Chriſt's ſecond coming, it mult be by ſprink- 


ling; becauſe that ſhadows out the ſanctifying 
operations of the ſpirit, and will not be 0 
as to the whole body of Chriſt myſtical, till his 
ſecond coming; therefore not dipping, but 
2 ſprinkling is the mode. The Lord's ſupper alſo 


12 Chriſt's ſecond coming. Ze do ſbeu the 
Lord's death till he come, 1 Cor. xi. 26. As the 
+ bread and wine are viſible to our eyes, ſo ſhall 
the very body of Chriſt, at the latter day; every 


eye ſhall ſee him, Rev. i. 7, But was not water- 


baptiſm a new inſtitution, and not of the cere= 
monial law? No, it was no new inſtitution ; 


becauſe there was no ſign given to that zenerati- 


on, but our Lord's being three days in the 
grave, Mat. xii, 39, 49. and you own water- 


2 
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baptiſm is a ſign, but not the above; therefore 
no new inſtitution. As to the law it is of, it 


muſt be of ſome law, otherwiſe it is no man's 


duty. The moral law is eternal, the ceremonial 
law temporary and vaniſhing; therefore I be- 


lieve it belongs to the ceremonial law. We 


cannot ſuppoſe that water is any better now 
than it was then. It had then a ſhadowy ule, 
and fo now; the body was Chriſt then; and ſo 
now, to whom be kingdom, power, glory, ho- 
nour, majeſty and victory. Amen and Amen. 


come now, in the third place, to prove, 


that Jude the 19% belongs to ſuch of the bap- 
t;its as ſeparate from their brethren, oy on the 
account of water-baptiſm, 


You fay, © your applying Pude ver. 19" to 


us, is an attrocious crime, notwithſtanding 
« your ſhuffling evaſion.” As to my applying : 
this text to thoſe who ſeparate from their bre- 
thren on the account of water-baptiſm. I am 
yet of the ſame mind, and it will be time 
enough for you to pronounce me a criminal for 
ſo doing, when you have proved that practice 
lawful from the word of God; for ſuch do not 


only ſeparate without a command, but contrary 


to the expreſs precept ; wherefore receive you 


one another, Rom. xv. 7. As to my ſhuffling eva- 


| fion, as you call it, why did you not ſtate it, 
and then anſwer it, workman-like. I faid, and 
ſay ſtill, « Whoever they be that ſeparate them- 
* ſelves, or their brethren, from their communi- 


* on, only on the account of water-baptilm, are 


ig 
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© in this action ſenſual, and have not the ſpirit 


© of God, becauſe they act contrary to the word 
«© of God.” Rom. xv. 7. Wherefore receive ye one 


another, as Chriſt alſo received us to the glory r 


God, But your Doctor ſhuts out them whom 


he owns Chriſt has received ; therefore in this ; 


he follows his own ſenſual ſpirit, and not Chriſt, 


who has received millions without water-bap- 
tiſm: for, ſpeaking of water-batiſm, he ſays, 
* it is a bar to church-fellowſhip.” Dr. Gill 

on Gal. vi. 15. But I alſo touched you in my 
laſt with an argument from Joby Bunyan on 


this head, but you care not to meddle with that; 


and as that author was of your opinion as to the 


mode of baptiſm, perhaps his arguments may be 


ol ſome weight with you on this point. I ſhall 
therefore tranſcribe ſome of them, by which he 


proves, that all true believers, or viſible ſaints, 


ſhould join together in one body. Firſt, Becauſe 
the true viſible ſaint hath already ſubjected to that 


which is better; even to the righteouſneſs of God, 


which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, by which be 
ſtands juſt before God, &c. He hath like preci- 


ous faith with the beſt of ſaints, and a converſa- 
tion according to light received, becoming tie 


golpel of Chriſt ; he is therefore to be received. 


Secondly, And obſerve. it; one ſpirit, one 
hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, not 


of water; for by one ſpirit are we all baptized 
into one body. Ebb. iv. 4, 5 6, The karſt is, 


becauſe the body is one. ' There is one body, 


therefore they ſhould not divide; for if the. 
church of Chriſt be a — there ought not to 
D 


be 
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be a rent or ſchiſm among them. 2. There is 


one ſpirit, or one quickning principle, by which 


the body is made to live: for, having aſſerted 
before, that Chriſt hath indeed: a body, it was 
meet that he ſhewed alſo, that this body hath. 


life and motion. Now that life being none 


other than that nouriſhment or ſpirit of life, from 
which the whole body, fitly joined together, and 
compacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, ac- 

cording to the effeftual working of the meaſure in 

every part, maketh increaſe of the body, to the 
edifring of itſelf in Iove. Eph. iv. 16. Now this 
ſpirit being firſt, and chiefly in the head; there- 
fore none other but thoſe 7 hold the head can 


have this nouriſhment miniſtred to them : be- 


ſides, this is the ſpirit that knits the body toge- 
ther, and makes it increaſe with the increaſe of 
God. Col. ii. 16. This is the unity of the ſpirit 
which he before exhorts them to keep. 
3%, Becauſe their hope is alſo but one; even 
as you are called, (faith he) in one hope of your 
calling; as who ſhould ſay, my brethren, if you 
are called with one calling, if your hope, both as to 
the grace of hope, and alſo the object, be but one: 
if you hope for one heaven, and for one eternal 


life, then maintain that unity of the ſpirit, and 


hope while here in love and the bond of peace. 
The fourth Argument is, There is one Lord, 


or huſband, or prince, to whom this church be- 


longs; therefore, if we have huſbands but one, 
Lord and prince but one, let us not rent into 


many parties, as if we had many huſbands, 
| Lords, 
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Lords, and princes, to govern us, as his wife, 


his houſe, and kingdom. Is Chriſt divided? 
The fifth Argument is, There is one faith, by 
which we all ſtand juſtified by one Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt; one faith, by which we eſcape the wrath 
of God ; one faith, by which only they that have 
it are bleſſed: yea, ſeeing there is but one faith, 
by which we are all put into one way of falva- 
tion, let us hold together as ſuch. | 


The fixth Argument, there is one baptiſm. 


Now we are come to the pinch, viz. whether it 
be that of water or no; which I muſt poſitively 
deny; becauſe he ſays it is the unity of the ſpirit, 
(not water) that is here intended. Here is the 

church preſented as under the notion of a body: 


here is a baptiſm mentioned, by which they are 


brought or initiated into this body. Now, that 
this is the baptiſm of water, is utterly againſt the 


words of the text, for by one ſpirit are we all * 


tied into one body. 1 Cor. xil. 13.—3, 4, 5, 6. 


57h, J am for holding communion thus, be- 
cauſe love, which above all things we are com- 


manded to put on, is of much more worth than 
to break about water - baptiſm.—It is love, not 

baptiſm, that diſcovereth us to the world to be 
Chriſt's diſciples. It is love that is the undoubt- 


ed character of our intereſt in, and ſonſhip with 
God. The two head and chief commandments 
are, faith in Jeſus, and love to the brethren, 

1 Jobn iii. 23. So then he that pretendeth ta 


4 and yet ſeeks not the profit of his brother 
in chief, he loveth, but they are his own opini- 
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ons and froward notions, Jam. iv. 11. Love is 
the fulfilling of the law; but he fulfils it not 
who judgeth and ſetteth at nought his brother; 
that ſtumbleth, offendetb, and maketh weak his 
brother, and all for the ſake of a circumſtance, 
that to which be cannot conſent, except he fin 
againſt his oven foul ; or papiſt-like, live by an 
implicit faith. "Take: two Chriſtians, equal in 


all points but this; nay, let one go beyond the 


other far for grace and holineſs; yet this circum- 
fiance of water ſhall drown and ſweep away all 
his excellencies, not counting him worthy of 
that reception, that with hand and heart ſhall be 
given a novice in regen, becauſe he conſents 4 to 
water. 
gu, But for God's people to divide into par- 
ties, or to ſhut each other from church- commu- 
nion, Sc. hath heretofore been counted carnal, 


&c. are ye not carnal, carnal, carnal ? for where- 


as there are among you eh ferije, diviſions, on 
actions, are you not carnal? 1 Cor. i. 11. ch. 
Hi. 1, 2, 3, 4. See therefore from whence a- 
riſe all thy endeavours s, zeal, and labour, to ac- 
compliſh diviſions among the godly. Let Paul 
or Cephas, or Chriſt himſelf, be the burthen of 
thy ſong, yet the heart from whence they flow, 


is carnal. Bot why ſhould he be rebuked that 


was for Chrift, becauſe he was for him in oppo- 
ſition to his holy apoſtles. Hence he ſaith, is 
Chriſt divided or ſeparate from his ſervants; note 
therefore that theſe diviſions are deſerted by the 


perſons the diviſions are made about: neither Paul 
| nor 


: 


* 


pad that have communion with God, that U. 


ing to have communion with us as mus! I; 
us lieth, we take from them their very priv e ges, 


( 29 ) 


_ « Maths, nor Cephas, nor Chriſt is here. Lis 


the cry be never ſo loud, Chriſt, order, the rule, 
the command, or the like, carnality 1s but the 
bottom, and they are but babes that do it ; ; their 
zeal is but a puff, 1 Cor. iv. 6. And obſerve it, 
the great diviſion at Corinth was helped forward 


by water-baptiſm ; this the apoſtle intimates by, 


Were ye baptized in the name of Paul: ? Ah, bre- 


tren, carnal chriſtians, with outward circum- 
ſtances, will, if they be let alone, make ſad work 
in the church of Chriſt, againſt the ſpiritual 
growth of the ſame ; but I thank God, faith Paul, 
that I baptized none of you but Criſpus and Gaius, 
and the houſhold of Stephanus, men of note among 


the brethren,—they can tell you I intended not 


to make a party to myſelf thereby. —Beſtdes, 1 
know not whether I baptized any other. By this 


negligent relating, who were baptized by him, 


he ſheweth, that he made no ſuch matter of 


baptiſm, as ſome in theſe days do, &c. Chriſt 
ſent me not to baptize, but 10 preach ; the Goſpel 


then may be effectually preached, and yet bap- 
tiſm res Go adminiſtred nor mentioned. He 


ſent me not to baptize, Theſe words are ſpoken 
with holy indignation, againſt them that abuſe 


this ordinance of Chriſt, &c. 

o, If we ſhall reject viſible faints by calling, 
received the law at the hand of Chriſt, that 50 
of an holy converſation among men, Dey « 5 
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(30) 
and the bleſſings to which they were born of 
God ; wherefore, to exclude chriſtians, and to 
debar them their heaven-born privileges, for want 


of that which yet God never made the wall of 
diviſion bctwixt us: this looks too like a ſpirit 


of perſecution, Fob xix. 25. to 29. 29, It re- 
ipcacth more a form than the ſpirit nd power 
of godlineſs, 2 Tim. iii. 5. 3, This is to make 


"Un where - God hath made none, and to be 
wiſe above what is written contrary to God's 
word, and our own principles. 4, It is a di- 
recling the ſpirit of God. * It bindeth all 
men's faith and light to mine opinion. 6 7 
3 g, It ey to make wicked the RY 


of weak chriſtians, Io, It ſetteth open a door 


to all temptations. 11, 1%", It is the nurſery 
of all vain janglings, backbitings, and ſtrangeneſs 
among the chriſtians, 13, It occafioneth the 
world to reproach us. 14, It holdeth ſtagger- 
| Ing conſciences in doubt of the right way of the 
Lord. 1 5® t giveth occaſion to many to turn aſide 
to moſt dangerous hereſies. 1, It abuſeth the 


Scriptures (a true ſaying). 170, It! is a prop to 


antichriſt, 18, Shall | add, is it not that which 
greatly preva ziled to bring down theſe judgments 


which at preſent we feel, and groan under? I 


will Gare to lay it was a cauſe thereof. 


Oc jection. We take from them nothing, but 


keep them from a diſorderly practice of goſpel- 


ordinances: we offer them their privileges, in 
the way of got ipel- order. 
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Anſawer. Where have you one word of God, 


that forbideth a perſon ſo qualified, as is figni- 
| fied in mine argument, the beſt communion of 


ſaints for want of water. There is not a 


ſyllable for this in all the book of God.—So_ 


then you in this your plauſible defence, do 
make your ſcriptureleſs light (which in very 
deed is darkneſs, Ja. vin. 20, 21.) the rule of 
your brother's faith ; and how well you will 


come off for this in the day of God, you might, 


were you not wedded to your worthleſs opinion, 
ſoon begin to conceive, 


neſt. I aſk your own heart, whether popu- 


larity and applauſe of variety of profeſſors, be 
not in the bottom of what you have ſaid, &c. 


Anſw. I have been tempted to do what I have 
done, by a provocation of fixteen years long; 


tempted I fay, by the brethren of your way: 


who, whenever they ſaw their opportunity, 


have made it their buſineſs, to ſeek to rend us 
in pieces: mine own ſelf they have endeavour- 


ed to perſwade to forſake he church, Oc. 
9ueft. IV. Is not the ſpirit of Diotrephes of 


old in you, who loved to have the prehemi=- 
nence, that you ate ſo bold to keep out all the 


7 beinen that are not of your mind in this 
= matter, Se. 


- PEO I can ſay, I would not have the 
ſpirit you talk of: what I have of it, God take 
e 10 


1350 


it from me. — But what was the ſpirit of Dio- 
trephes? Why, not to receive the brethten 
into the church, and to forbid them that would. 
3 John q, 10. this do not I: I am for com- 
munion with ſaints, becauſe they are ſaints, Sc. 
But how came Diotrepbes ſo lately into our 
parts? Where was he in thoſe days, that our 
brethren of the baptized way, would neither 
receive into the church, nor pray with men as 
good as themſelves, becauſe they were not bap- 
tized, (i. e. dipt) but would either like quakers, 
ſtand with their hats on their heads, or elſe 
withdraw till we had done. —As to our not 
ſuffering thoſe you plead for to preach in our 
aſſembles, the reaſon is, becauſe we cannot 
prevail hg them, to repent of their church- 
_ renting principles — Let the truth come into our 
quarters and welcome, but ſowers of difcord, 
becauſe the Lord hates it, we alſo ourſelves will _ 
avoid them. 
Now brother obſerve ; Mr. Bunyan calls this 
practice of ſtrict communion which Dr. Gu, 
and many others plead for, ſcriptureleſs light, — 
wordleſs opinion, —froward notions, —carnality, 
D babes that do it —to make laws where God has 
made none—you do it by a ſpirit of perſecution 
— Now you may judge by this worthy writer's 
words, whether Jude 19. belongs not pro- 
perly to ſome of you: Res ſpirit of perſecution 
is undoubtedly the ſpirit of the devil, and of 
conſequence ſenſual.— All theſe paſſages I have 
quoted you will find in his reaſon of practice 
in 


tn) 


in worſhip= differences about water bepriſin 
and his peaceable principles. 

{1 . now in the fourth place to prove 
you are guilty of Deiſm, in denying and abuſing 
the icriptures —— your words are © your charge 
&« of we with Nein becauſe I called in- 
e fant:-ſprinkling man's invention, is impu— 
dent enough, but does not make me guilty, 
« Se. Your producing Numb. viii, 7. Ch. ili. 
„ 15, For tofant- fprinkling is monſtrous 
oy ſtupid, and manifeſts your great ignorance 
of the word, in pretending to prove a new 
. teſtament- ordinance from old teſtament-cere- 
c monies.” Theſe are your very words, to 
which I repiy : my charge does not make you 
guilty, but your own breach of the law, You 
_ own my reaſon for ſo charging you (70 wit.) 
« calling infant - ſprinkling man's invention.” 
This I till call Deiſm, and pou i ow. the 
—__ of God. 


Queſtion, | But what 3 is Deiſm ? 


: Anſwer, It is a denial of revealed religion. 
Well then, he that faith infants-ſprinkling is 
man's invention is guilty of Deiſm, becauſe he 
denies revealed religion. But this you do, and 
therefore are you guilty of Deiſm. Infant- 
ſprinkling is of divine inſtitution, as it is writ- 
ten, Numb. viii. 7. And Thus 2 thou do un- 
to them to cleanſe them, | ſprinkle water of puriſy- 
ing upon them; and theſe were the Zevites, from 
E a month 


(34) 


a month old and upward, Ch. iii 15. Num- 


ber the children of Levi — from a month old 
and vpward. — Again, Deut. xxix. 29. Things | 


which are revealed, belong unto us, and to our chil- 


dren for ever, that we may do all the words 9 


tbzs Law. — Sprinkling is part of the words of 


the law, and commandment of God; a re- 


vealed duty: it belongs therefore to children, 
Thus have I proved your faying (infant ſprink- 
ling is man's invention) Deiſm; now conſute 
it: ſo much for the ceremony, now for the 
ſabſtance of baptiſm: Let me put in a plea 
for my dear brethren, infants, it is Ezeb, xxxvi. 
25. Then will 1 ſprinkle clean water, upon you, 
Sc. Theſe words you lay, 5 ſpeak of the 

_ © operations of the ſpirit,” that is well ſaid: 
but fay you © not the ordinance of baptiſm,” 


This I deny, becauſe the ſanctifying operations 


of the ſpirit, and the one baptiſm, are one and 
the ſame thing: For by one ſpirit are we all 
baptized into one body, 1 Cor. xii. 13. One bap- 
tiſm, Eph. iv. 5. Purifying their hearts, by 
faith, with the gift of the holy Ghoſt's, babliſm, 


Acts xv. 8, 9. Now obſerve it, infanis are 


guilty by original fin, Rom. v. 12. Are alſo 


filthy by ordinary generation. Pſalm 51 


fy 
Bebold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did 


may mother conceive me. Yet, notwithſtanding, 
have their guilt removed, 1 natures ſancti- 


fied, for of ſuch is the kingdom of Gerd, Mark x. 


14. Therefore are they the proper ſubjects of 


that * Ezek. xxxvi. 25. This is the 


prone 


(35) 
promiſe which is to our children, as well as us, 
Act. ii. 39. 33. But my reaſonings from Numb. 


viii. 7, Sc. you call © monſtrous, ſtupid, great 
c jignorance of the word, in pretending to prove 


e a New T eſtament-ordinance from Old Teſta- 


© ment-ceremonies.” As to your hard words, 
I ſhall leave for you and your leſs diſcerning 


| friends to make merry with, and laugh at, when 


you ſhew them how ſharply you have dealt with 
your brother; but remember, they are but fools 
22 make a mock at fin, Prov. xiv. 9. And Wo 
unto you that laugh now, for ye ſhall mourn and 
weep, Luke vi. 25, 
As to my proofs out of the Old Teſtament, 
I like them well, becauſe it is the word of God, 
every part of which is profitable, 2 Tim. ili. 16. 
All Scripture ii given by inſpiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, &c. Numb. viii. 
7. was given by inſpiration, and is profitable to 
reprove you for calling ſprinkling man'sinvention, 
The Scriptures here ſpoken of is the Old Teſta- 
ment; becauſe the New was not written when 
Timothy was a child, and he knew the Scriptures 
from a child. - Moreover, our Lord command- 
ed ſo ſearch the Scriptures, John v. 39. the writ- 
ings of Moſes, diſtin from his words, the New 
Teſtament, v. 47. And can it be ſtupid to do 
as Chriſt bids me? I am ſure, if any thing in 
the world troubles me, it is becauſe I cannot con- 
form as I would to his holy precepts ; for 
when I 2 405 good, evil is preſent with me, 
Rom. vi. Did not Jeſus our maſter and 
E 2 Judge 
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judge prove his doctrine from the Old Teſta- 
ment, Mat. xxi. 4.2. Did ye never read in the 
Scriptures, Cc. (it is written) was the conſtant 
way of our Lord's diſputing, and he has bid us 
to learn of him, Mat. xi. 29. Learn of me. Now 
can it be monſtrons i ignorunce to learn of ſuch a 
doctor as Chriſt, who ſpake as never man ſpake, 
bis enemies being judges, Jon. vii. 40. Did not 
his apoitles prove all their doGrine fon the Old 

Teſtament? See Act. ii. ch. and xxvi. 23, Say- 
ing none other things than thoſe which the pro- 

phets and Moſes did ſay ſhould come. 

As to your New Teſtament ordinance of dip- 
ping, it belongs not to that new teſtimony Paul 
gave of Chriſt, becauſe he ſaid none other things 

than Mojes and the prophets ; but Moſes nor the 


prophets never ſaid one man ſhould dip another, 


Zo if it belongs to a new teſtament, it is one of 
your own framipg: a new goſpel, which you ſay 
is to lead your faith, and not the ancient goſpel 
of Abraham, Moſes, the prophets and apoſtles; 
which is Jeſus Chriſt, a leader and commander to 
the people, Jja. Iv. 4. Exod, xiii. 21. 
But, Sir, are theſe words of God, Numb. viii. 
5 M6"Þ ceremony ? Did you ever learn this from 
your bible? What! the word of God a ceremo- 
 nDy?—ls it with you like an old almanack out of 
date ? But remember God has not forgot his 
word; for, till beaven and earth paſs, one jot, or 
one rittle, ſha Il in no wiſe paſs from the law till all 
be filfilled, Matt. v. 18, Tea, the word of our 
God hall fland for ever, Iſa. xl. 8, But what is 
e the 
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| the reaſon you ſhould thus fight and abuſe Old 
Teſtament ſcriptures ? but becauſe they reprove 
your own inventions about the ſubject, mode, uſe 
and end of water-baptiſm ; but obſerve it well, 
| whoſo deſpiſetb the word ſhall be deſtroyed, Prov. 
Xii. 13. And if you believe not Mojes nor the 
prophets, neither will you believe, though one roſe 
From the dead. Luke xvi. 31. So that it is but 
vain for me to uſe many words, fince you be- 
lieve not the words of God by Moſes. I ſhall 
only therefore add a few words from Mr, Bunyan 
on Luke xvi. 29. He ſays, © Obſerve, God doth 
ce honour the writings of Moſes and the prophets _ 
as much, nay more, than if one ſhould riſe 
< from the dead, to the law and teſtimony, ſaith _ 
God, I/. viii. 20, &c. What a fad thing is it 
* for thoſe who go about to diſown the Scrip- 
© tares? I tell you, however they may flight 
te them now, yet when they come into hell they 
« will ſee their folly,” May the good Lord of 
his mercy grant you a conviction of, and repen- 
tance for your ſin, without going to this awful 
place John Bunyan ſpeaks of. See his book, en- 
titled, the groans of a damned ſou. 


You fay, ſpeaking of the Lord's people, * Az 
© to we baptiſts, according to your repreſentati- 
ons, you cannot allow us to be of that number; 
« tho' 1 truſt many of us are. 


Anſw. I believe many baptiſts are the Lord's 
people, But, Sir, does that prove you hold no 
E Errors, 
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errors — They who led the Lord's people of 
old cauſed thein to err. J/a. iii. 12. 
Aaron was the faint of the Lord, Pſal. 
cri. 16. but did that juſtify his making the 
calf? No more will your being the people 
of God juſtify you in ſetting up your idol (im- 
merſion) and then renting the body of Chriſt 
in pieces with it, making a diviſion berween bro- 
ther and brother: but yet I dare not fay of you 
as you do of us, that we know better than we 
practiſe 3 but verily believe that text ſpoken in 
another Cale, is owlicable to you in this. And 
nw, bretoren, I wot that through ignorance je 
aid it, as did 4%) yeur rulers, Act. iii. 17. May 
the g Lord of his mercy enlighten all our 
eyes, But how comes it to paſs that you reduce 
the number of the Lord's people to (many) 
among the bapriſts; ſince you ſo confidently affe t 
they muſt have the ſpirit before they be baptized; 
| Gould think by this rule all the baptiſts ſhould 
be the Lord's people: : or, do they looſe the ſpi- 
Tit, and fall from grace, after baptized. Truly, 
Sir, theſe things are a plain indication to me that 
your faith, in the matters of water-baptiſm, wants 
the (table word of God for its foundation; it be- 
ing toſſed hither and thither with every wind 
But let me obſerve the ſame apoſtle Jude, who 
ſays, ee be bey who ſeparate themſelves, &c. 
teaches me to make a difference, ver. 22. and 
of ſome have compaſſion, making a difference, 
ver. 23. and others ſave with fear pulling them 
cout of the fire, 1 verily believe there are many 


up- 
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upright, honeſt⸗ hearted ſouls among you, that 


deſerye compaſſion, and with wh ich 1 defire to 
make a difference; but 1 dare not, 1 ooght not, 


to hide the truth to pleaſe them, and lo fin a- 


gainſt my own ſoul, but rather labour in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, to ſave them with fear, 
endeavouring | by arguments from the word of 
God, to pull them out of the fire of vain jang- 
: lings, into which you have drawn them, thro' 


the means of water-baptiſm by immertion, 


which your ſelves have invented, May the 


Lord of his mercy enlighten thoſe that fear 
him, and ſtop the mouths of ſuch as ſpeak a- 


gainſt the truth, and make us all humb! 0 and 
thankful. 


You ſay, © By your printed and written let- 


< ters you have diſcovered yourſeif a workman 
ce that has the greateſt reaſon to be aſhamed, 


* and expoſed yourſelf to the ridicule of Fu | 


cc own brethren.” 


= 


Anſar. What I have written I believ eto be - 
according to God's word, neither have you, as 


yet, proved the contrary, and if I have writ, 


1 v w 


and ſpoke according to God's truth, I have no 
reaſon to be aſhamed ; but the contrary, to re- 


Joice, in as much as I am reviled by you, and 


others, and perſecuted, on account of the truth: 


Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile you, and per- 


ſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner «f evil againſt 
you falſly for my ſake, rejoice and be exceeding 
_ glad, for fo perſecuted oY lle propbets which— 


er ? 
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one another ;: 


tures are a ceremony, — 


(4) 
were before you. Mat. v. 11, 12. And if it be 

true what you fay, that my brethren ridicule 
me, it proves nothing againſt me, neither did 
Chriſt's brethren believe in him, Jobn vil. 5, 
Was Chriſt therefore a falſe teacher, was his 
doctrine not true, becauſe of his brethren's un- 

belief; neither is my brethren's ridicule any 
proof that you have any command for dipping | 
-or ſeparating on that account 
— or that Water 5 n is of uſe in point of 

pardon and Juſtification, or that the Scrip- 
but you add, Me- 
„ thinks you muſt be aſhamed of your Igno- 

e rance in aſſerting it the duty of all to receive 
* the Lord's ſupper.” 


. Anſwer: I did aſſert it, and have as yet ſeen 
no reaſon to be otherwiſe minded, is not the 
Lord's ſupper a duty? and Dr. Gil ſays all 
duty belongs to the law, now we know "what | 
things ſoever the law ſaith, it faith to them who 
are under the lau, Rom. iii. 19.— All men 


are under the law, therefore what is the duty _ 


of one, is the duty of all: what I fay unto you, 
I fay unto all, Watch, Mark xiv. 37. Again, 
the diſciples of our Lord were to 1 all men 
to obſerve all things, which he had command 
ed them, Mat. xxviii. 20. The Lord's ſupper was 
one ching he commanded them to obſerve, Luke 
xxii. 19. Therefore I believe it the duty of all 
where the command comes; have we not all 
one father ; hath not one God created us; wy — 
| : | 9 
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do we deal treacherouſly every man againſt bis 
brother, by profaning the covenant of our fa- 
thers, Mal. ii. 10. 
Perſons viſibly holy, and ſound in the faith, are 
to be received: but profane, wicked, and pray- 
erleſs perſons are to be rejected: bat why? not 
becauſe it is not their duty, but becauſe Gf their 
own fin ; but ſuppoſe J ſhould be ignorant in 
this point, as you ſay, it is not ſo bad as Dr. 

Gill's making repentance (and particularly wa- 
ter- baptiſm) the condition of life and ſalvation: 
his words are on Acts ii, 38, 39. They are 
told that notwithſtanding their ſin was ſo 
* heinous, yet if they truly repented of it, 
© and ſubmitted to Chriſt and his ordinances, | 
ee particularly to baptiſm, the promiſe of life 
ce and ſalvation belonged to them, Gc. they are 
« told this promiſe of ſalvation belonged to 
them, provided they repented and were bap- 
« tized.” His reply to Mr. Clark, p. 49, 50. 
Now this is worſe than common Arminianiſm, 
| becauſe the conditions they plead for, are ſuch 
: dutics as God has commanded ; but the condi- 
tion here pleaded for is ſuch, as God has no 
where in his word commanded as a duty, (i. e. 
baptiſm by immerſion) much leſs is it a con- 
dition of ſalvation by Chriſt; now ſince Dr. 
Gill ſaye, I ſhould be glad to ſee the Pelagi- 
Ran 8 Arminian controverſies on foot, &c. 
* we hope both ability and leiſure to attend 
* then, Se. - His Poſtſcript, in a EI ; 
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4 Taybr. Now I fay, ſince Dr. Gill has ſet 
the Arminian controverſy on foot himſelf, I 
wiſh he may find, according to his hopes, abi- 
lity and leiſure to attend the ſame: it is much 
caſier to cry out againſt other people's faults, 
than to get rid of our own: I therefore wiſh 
bim the one baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
deliver him out of this pit of worſe than j 
minian darkneſs; as he ſays he ſhould be glad 
0 on ſee the Arminian controverſy on foot, I can 
ſay I ſhall be glad to ſee him, and all his fol- 
| lowers, delivered from their Arminian doctrine 
and ways in water-baptiſm, by which the glory 
of ſalvation by grace alone is eclipſed; you 
may ſay what you will to the contrary. I have 
proved it upon you, and am ready to prove it 
further as need requires. But is Arminianiſm an 
error? if it be, why ſhould Dr. Gill be glad to 
fee an error on foot: I ſhould be glad to ſee 
all error baniſhed from the earth; and indeed I 
think Dr. Gill is fallen into the pit he digged 
for his neighbour, according to Prov. xxvi. 27. 
IJIuou ſay, © I ſhall be glad to hear that your 
e pride is humbled, your ignorance and pre- * 
« judice removed, by the baptiſm of the Holy 
„ Ghoſt which you pretend to plead for.” 7 
Anſwer, I wiſh you may be made glad, in 
bearing that my pride, Sc. is removed by the 
| fpirit of Chriſt, which I know can do it, and, 
1 J hope, will. But you ſay, I pretend to plead 
| for the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt: well, then, 
| - 


(43) 

my intention is good, I hope, if my perfor- 
mance be weak. This was the baptiſm that 
John the Baptiſt pleaded for, he ſhall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghoſt, Mat. iii. 11. This was 
the baptiſm Chriſt performed by doctrine and 
power, John iii. 26. to the end. This was the 
baptiſm Paul taught the neceſſity of, Rom. viii. 
Now of any man have not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, be is none of bis: this is the baptiſm he 
ſpeaks of in Rom. vi. 3, 4. Col. ii. 12. and not 
water-baptiſm: becauſe Paul ſaid none other 
things than the prophets and Moſes did ſay 
| ſhould come, Adds xxvi. 22. But Moſes, nor 
the prophets, never ſaid that one man ſhould 
immerſe, or bury another in the water; but 
the contrary is evident from Moſes and the 
prophets, (Ci. e.) the real death, burial, and re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, and a true believer's fel- 
| lowſhip with him in the ſame, by the means, 
or cauſe of one baptiſm, Eph. iv. 6, For by | 
one ſpirit are we all baptized into one body, 
I Cor. xii. 13, This is the baptiſm Peter 
4 of, by which we are ſaved, 1 Peter iii. 
of Which the ark was a figure. As the 
: bk was the inſtrument, and means of ſaving 
Noab, and his houſe, when all the reſt of 
the world periſhed, in the water, without 


the ark. So Chriſt, the ark of the covenant, 


ſaves all his choſen ones, by means of baptiſm, 

By his bloody baptiſm he takes away the guilt 

of fin; by his ſpiritual baptiſm he ſanctifies, 
| 1 and | 


„ 
and takes away the filth of fin. Now, ſhould 
4 wot- plead for this baptiſm, that has fo much 
virtue in it? eſpecially, when I ſee you and 

others forſaking your own mercy ; impoſing a 
corrupt gloſs on the above texts, to ſupport 
your error of dipping ; robbing the Holy Ghoſt, 
to enrich your own idol. Well, my heart's 
deſire, and prayer to God for you, is, that the 
Lord, the Holy Ghoſt may viſit your foul, 
with his power and cleanfing operations. Set 
home theſe few hints dropt by your weak and 
ignorant brother: 1 know that which is ſown 
in weakneſs, he can raiſe in power. Thus 
have I acted the part of a brother towards you, 
as it is written in Levit. xix. 17, Thou ſhalt not 
bate thy brother in thine beart ; thou ſhalt in any 
wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, and not fuffer ſin upon 
bim: he does the part of a friend that reproves his 
neighbour, becauſe God has commanded ir, 
and reproofs of ee are the Way of li ie 
Prov, vi. „ 


73 


My zealous reprovers add, * It is plain 
* you have brought diſgrace on yourſelf, 
« and how you will look Four Londen friends 
*n the face, I cannot tell. 


J. VV. 
2 


(45) 
« T would not have you attempt to ſhew 
your face in London, till you have in fome 
«© meaſure retreived your character, in ac- 
= knowledging g your menſtrous ignorance. 


J. B. 


As to my monſtrous ignorance it is great 
enough : but, it is my mercy, Chriſt has com- 
paſſion on the ignorant, Heb. v. 2. Neither 
can I perſuade myſelf that I am more ignorant 
now, than two years ago, when my reprover 


cc 


ſent me out to preach. As io the diſgrace 


brought on myſelf, I am content to bear ir, be- 
cCauſe it is for the truth's ſake, and the name of 
Chriſt; And i, ye be reproached for the name of 

Chriſt, happy are ye, for the ſpirit of glory, 
and of God reſtetb upon you, on their part he ig 
evil ſpoken of, but on your part be 75 g r fied, 
1 Peter iv. 14. 

As to my ldi my London friends in the 
face, I am not conſcious to myſelf that I have 
wronged any of them: if I bave, let it be 
proved by the law, otherwiſe all your threat= 
nings are with me, but vain words; and I will 
endeavour to commit my cauſe into the hand 
of God. And now, Lord, bchold their threat- 
nings, and grant unto thy ſervant, that with 
all boldneſs he may ſpeak thy word: by ſtretch- 
ing forth thine hand to heal: and that ſigns 
and wonders may be done by the name of thy. 


Holy child Jeſus, As iv. 29, 30. 3 
But 


* LIE . - 
— 
— 
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But pray, what ſpirit is it, that teaches a 


man to threaten? I read of Saul breathing 


out threatnings, Als ix. 1. Did this prove 


bim the ſervant of Chriſt, or Anti-chrift > 
Oh! that the Lord would pour down his ſpi- 


rit to enable us to tread in the ſteps of Jeſus 


our Lord, who, when he was reviled, reviled 

not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not, 
but committed himſelf to him that judgeth 
| righteoully, 1 Pet. i. 2 33 


= 
” S \ " 


L way An 


Subſcribed 7. W. 


r way of reproof, on the account of 
GB my exceptions, in a letter to a friend, 
againſt two paſſages in Dr. GPs 
CESS2=2 writings ; the firſt is in his reply to 
Mr. . Clark p. 7. the ſecond his expoſition on 
: Gat. vi. 25. As to the fuſt, my reprover ſays, 
that the Doctor's meaning plainly is, that a 
perſon that has been convinced that infant- 
ſprinkling is not according to the word of 
God, but an invention of man's, and ſuch 
an one renouncing this, and ſubmitting to 
e baptiſm by immerſion, ſuch are to be juſti- 
«* fied, or commended in ſo doing; not juſti- 
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«fied before God, as you weakly i interpret it.” 
As to the ſecond, | the Doctor's defender in his 
P. S. adds, © I have taken no notice of your 
« jmpertinent exception to the Doctor's com- 
ment on Gel. which. is. ſtupid and ridiculous, 
like the reſt of your performance, for if 
= baptiſm lead our faith to Chriſt for juſtifica- 
* tion, hereby both our faith and baptiſm give 
1 ee Chriſt alone the glory.“ * Obſerve, this au- 
thor calls mine a weak interpretation, in ſaying 
the Doctor intended juſtification before God, 
and he himſelf is conſtrained ſo to interpret . 
for that juſtification which Chriſt alone has the 
glory of, muſt needs be before God, I own 
that Chriſt has all the glory of our juſtification 
| before God; and therefore deny water-baptiſm _ 
to be of any uſe in that point; and Dr. Gill 
confirms the ſame, for he ſays, good works 
are in no ſenſe neceſſary to ſalvation, Letter 
to A. Taylor, p. 75, Now it remains for this 
author, or Dr. Gill, to prove in what ſenſe wa- 
ter-baptiſm | 18 uſeful, in pardon and juſtification 
by fairly; and when: they can ſhew me this, I 
will ſnew them what they have to boaſt of, at 


9 glory in before God, more than their brethren. 
As to a perſon being convinced, that infant-. 


ſprinkling 1 1s not according to the word of God, 
but an invention of man's, I #{k how, or by 
what means ſhall a man be convinced of this, 


ſince the ſcripture, the word of God, ſays, 


1:66 Thus e alt thou do unto them | forinkle them.” 


Numb. viii. 7. — Now N this iprinklivg ex- 
tended 


(49) 


tended to infants, I have proved, and the fame 
Dr. Gill owns; his Words are, The covenant 
c at Horeb was indeed a national covenant, and 
* took in all, children and grown perſons,” his 


reply to Mr. Clark, p. 37. — Now at what time 


ſoever I am perſuaded, that infant-ſprinkling is 
man's invention, I am of neceſſity perſuaded, 
that the ſcriptures are man's invention, and fo 
become a deiſt. If the covenant at Horeb be 
the word of God, then infant-ſprinkling is of 
divine inſtitution; but the former is true, and 
fois the latter, theſe muſt ſtand or fall toge· 
ther. 

As to petſon being juſtified, in 5b infants 
ſprinkling is man's invention, and commended. 
for ſubmitting to immerſion, hear what the ſpi- 
rit ſaith unto the churches, The. v. 20. Wo unto © 
them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
| darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs ; and 
put bitter for ſweet, and feet for bitter, Now 
one man ſprinkling another is good, becauſe 
God has ordained it; but one man immerſing. 
another is evil, becauſe God has no where in 
bis word commanded it, — The Law of infant- 
ſprinkling is light, becauſe it is the word of God, 
thy word is a light unto my palhb, Plal. exix. 105. 
The commandment 1s a lamp, and the law is light, 
Prov. vi. 25. — 2 Pet, i. 19. — But one man 
dipping another is darkneſs, becauſe not to be 
found in the law of God, which is a Light, 
and zf they ſpeak not according to this word, it 
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122 the ſtrength of Chriſt made perfect in weakneſs, 


35 


is 8 love 7 is mo light in them, Iſa. viii. 20: 
Moreover the command for one man's ſprink- 


ling another, is part of the ſweet words of God, 


 gea ſweeter alſo than boney, and the honey- comb, 
 P/al. xix. 10. Exek. iii. 3. but one man im- 
merſing another is upheld by the bitter words of 
man's invention, P/al, liv. 4. Wo unto them 
therefore which juſtify the wicked for reward, 
IJ ſa. v. 23. Therefore as the fire devoureth the 
fubble, and the flame conſumeth the chaff, ſo their 
root ſhall be as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall 
go up as duſt, becauſe they have caſt away the 
law of the lord of hojts, and deſpiſed the word of 
the boly one of Iſrael. Ver. 24. Well ſuch who 
deſpiſe the Law of the Lord, (ſprinkling) may 
look for their fruit in reaping time, which will 
be according to the word of God (duſt and 
rottenneſs). My corrector adds, * am really 
« ſurprized how a man that I ſhould think 
„ muſt be ſenſible of his own weakneſs, ſhould 
m attempt to appear in publick, eſpecially a · 


* a perſon of ſuch known worth, and 


on of whoſe principles you cannot be ignorant.” 


Anſewer. I own my own Weihe and the 


2 Doctor s worth; but the worthies of old out of 
weakneſs were made firong, waxed valiant in 


fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens, 
Heb. xi. 34. Paul ſays, when T am weak then 
am I firong, 2 Cor. xii. 10. but how? why, by 


Ver. 


( 57 ) 

ier. q. Nay, God hath choſen the fool 7 thing $ 
of the world, to confound the wiſe , and God bath 
choſen the weak things of the world, to confound the 


things which are mighty ; and baſe things of the © 


world, and things which are defpiſed, hath God 
choſen ; and all this, that no fleſh ſhould glory? in 
bis preſence, 1 Cor. i. 27, 28, 29. 
If this author will be at the pains to read over 

theſe verſes, with their connection; as alſo Heb. 
chap. xi. perhaps his ſurprize may abate, and 

he ſce, that through faith a weak man may over- 


come. But pray, trom whence did Dr. Gill de- 


rive his worth? was it from Chriſt, or his ſtudy 
and excellency in human learning! ? if from 
_ Chriſt, are we not all one in him? Gal. iii. 28,— 
11 from human learning why do theſe men cry 
dovyn learning in others? But I have long obſerved 
how they will cry down and cry up learning al- 
ternately, in order to ſupport their linful practice 
of immerſion and ſeparation. 
I myſelf was diſputing a point with one of 
theſe men, and when his mouth was ſtopt by 
Scripture, he proceeds, Do you think a man of | 
ſuch learning as Dr. Gill does not know? Sc. 
Thus muſt the words, wiſdom, and learning of a 
man, be the ſtandard of faith: and truly, in the 
point of water-baptiſm by immerſion, Dr. Gill 
has no other grounds for his own faith, but the 
word of man. If he has a word of command 
for it from God's holy word, why did he not 
produce the place when 1 aſked him ? * Well, 
. thus 


7 In a Letter, Jan. 315 1755» 


1 


fm) 


thus faith the Lord, Curſed be the man that truft- 6 


eth in man, and maketh fleſh bis arm, and whoſe 
heart departeth from the Lord, Jer. xvii. 85. 
As to my acquaintance with his principles, in 


the point of water-baptiſm, I have proved ibem 
very erroneous, and contrary to his own doc- 
trine, in other parts of his writings; and ſurely 
a weak man may hope for victory over him that 
| fights againſt bimſell But if this perſon thought 
I appeared in public againſt Dr. Gill, why did 
he not let a perſon of ſuch known worth Aer | 
for himſelf? But J really fear it is not the perſon, 
but the opinion my reprover has ſo much eſteem 
for. I believe there are many can bear me wit= 
_ neſs, when I fay, that Dr. Gill is treated in a con- 
 temptible manner among thoſe of his own opi- 
nion as to baptiſm ; calling him a heavy preach- 


er, —does not preach experience, &c. nay, the 


very letter J am anſwering proves it; for what 
can be more impertinent, than when! ſpeak to 
Dr. Gill, for J. V. to reply: is not this caſting 
contempt upon a worthy man? as if he knew 
not how to anſwer for himſelf. But indeed 
this is the genuine and proper fruit of Dr. Gill's 

own doctrine, his dealing partially 1 in the law; 
_ MAying that baptiſm | 1s the parent's duty, and not 

the children's; Therefore have I alſo made you 


contemptible and baſe before all the people, accord- 


ing as ye have not kept my ways, but Pave been par- 


tial in the 2 555 Mal. ii. 9. 


T6) 


My reprover adds, I hope you are convinced 
* of your vanity, in charging the doctor with 
A notion which his worſt enemies never at- 


< tempted, and which none of your triends will 
< thank you for. 


 Anſw. My 1 I have 8 from Scrip- 
ture, and Dr. Gill's writings. As to my friends, 
Tf II yet pleaſed man, I ſhould not be the ſervant | 
of Chih, Gal. i. 10. I maſt ſhortly give an 
account of my miniſtry to Chriſt my Maſter and 
Judge ; fo muſt my friends of their uſe of the 
ſame ; therefore ſhould we be concerned to have 
a good conſcience godwards. For my own -= 
part, to ſay nothing of a future judgment, I had. 
rather have the approbation of my own conſci- 
ence, than the ſmiles of the whole world without 
Mt I our heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God, 4 John W, 21, 


: My n 1 10 J ſhould be glad 
„if this may convince you: of your error: N 


Anſiv. This man, whoever he . bus _ 


produced one text of Scripture in his letter, how 
then can I be convinced of my error? The apoſ- 
tle had not known fin but by the law, Rom. vii. 7. 
neither can I know my error but by the word of 
God. Is not this a blind guide then, who hopes to 


convince of error without a law; for, where no 


| wha 18, there is no franſgre on, Rom. iv. 15. 
There 


I 


There is none of God's law in his writing; Bm 
therefore it is impoſlible for me to ſee any error 
by it, He has rejected the word of the Lord, and 
what wiſdom i is in him? Jer. viii. 9. But if DF. 
Gill's words would prove a man guilty, this au- 
| thor has produced plenty of them. I am there- 
fore convinced of this, that the Lord never ſent 
this author to reprove me: Fir/t, Becauſe he has 


ſtolen his words from his neighbour Gill, and 


the Lord is againſt ſuch ; Therefore bebold J am 


againſt the prophets, ſaith the Lord, that flealmy 


_ worgas every man from his neighbour. Secondly, 
Becauſe, He whom God ſends, peaketh the words 
/ God, Job. iii. 34. Now, as this man came 

not with the furniture of the man of God, the 


SCͤcriptures, 2 Tim. 3. 17. I therefore conclude 
he is @ prophet of the deceit of bis own heart, 


Jer. xxili. 20. That cannot proj me at all . 


5 Ver. 22; 15 


1 v0 hes ſtand by what I have already 5 
proved from the ward of God, till I ſee my 
_ miſtake, by the fame word and ſpirit of God, 
which makes wiſe to Jaroation gy Jour in 
Grip. 
May the Lord of his mercy open our eyes, : 
pardon our ſins, and ſanctity our ſouls, and 
ſhe w my opponents that 1t 1s. not water-bap- 
tiſm, but the baptiſm of Chriſt, with the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, that E our faith to Chriſt for peace, 
pardon, and juſtification, purifies our hearts, 
and fits us for the communion of ſaints here, 


and 


wn) 


and eternal glory and bleſſedneſs hereafter. 
May the Lord grant us all, who defire to love 
him in truth, much of the ſpirit of love, meek- 
_ neſs, patience, brotherly- kindneſs and charity, 
that we may every one ſeek, not his own, but 
ceach other's welfare, is the hearty prayer of him 
Vbo deſires to ſee the kingdom of Chriſt come 
with power, love, and a found mind; and Sa- 
tan's kingdom of batred, envy, and ſtrife; ä 
all fin, beat down, both in his own, and other's 
= fouls. | Even ſo come, Lord Jau. e 
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* allow follows upon a perſon's beiog ſprink- 


e one being an invention of man's, the other 


e according to the word of God, Nor is there 
cc 


ce 


For the dati faction of the Reader, J have here 


znſerted the LETTER, mentioned Tae 47. 
vubich i 1s as s follows, 1 


London, Auguf 31, 1754: 
s 1 R, 8 8 Cs 
\ BSERVE.. The firſt ane * 
« the renunciation of infant-baptiſm ; 


which conſequence to put him out of all doubt 
about my owning or not owning it, I readily 


led in infancy, embracing adult baptiſm by 
immerſion in which he is to be Jaſtified; the 


any thing this gentleman has ſaid, that proves 5 
ſuch a renunciation to be an evil.” ” Theſe 


are the Doctor's own words. Now how you 
could give ſuch a fooliſh interpretation of them _ 
as you have done I cannot tell, when you might = 


eaſily ſee, if you were capable of reading and 


| underſtanding plain Engliſh, that the Doctor's 
meaning plainly is, that a perſon that has been 


convinced that infant-ſprinkling 3 is not according 


to the word of God, but an invention of man's, 
and ſuch an one renouncing this, and ſubmitting 
to baptiſm by immerſion, ſuch are to be juſtifi- 
ed, or commended in ſo doing, not juſtified be- 


fore God, as you weakly interpret it, a ſenſe 


Which the Doctor never held baptiſm in, as you 


well 


E 


(67) 


well know, and as you may ſee, in his ſermon 
entitled, The Scriptures the only guide in matters 
1 religion. There ſays the Doctor concerning 
baptiſm, This is a way of duty, but not of 
e ͥſife and falvation; it is a command of Chriſt 
c to be obeyed by all believers in him, but 
cc not to be truſted in or depended on, it is 
« eſſential to church communion, but not to 
c ſalvation. It is indeed no indifferent thing, 
«whether it is performed or no. This ought 
© not to be ſaid or thought of any ordinance 
« of Chriſt, or whether in this or the other 
manner, or adminiſtered to this or the other 


ec ſubject ; it ought to be done as Chriſt has di- 


© rected it ſhould; but when it is beſt done it 
. % no ſaving ordinance. - This I the rather 
er mention to remove from us a wicked and 

cc a fooliſh imputation, that we make an idol 
cc of this ordinance, and place our confidence 
“ and Some in it in the room of the Sa- 

36. eee, | 


T hope you are ſatisfied with this, that we do 


not make baptiſm a ſaving ordinance: and I alſo 
hope by this time you are convinced of your 
vanity, to ſay no worſe, in charging the Doctor 
with a notion which his worſt enemies never 
attempted, and which none of your friends will 


thank you for. I am really ſurprized how a 


man that I ſhould think muſt be ſenſible of his 

own weakneſs, ſhould attempt to appear in pub- 

lick, eſpecially againſt a perſon of ſuch known 
3 worth, and of whoſe principles you cannot be 


H ignorant. 
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instant. 1 abe not how to acquit I 3 
| this miſconduct. If it was through weakneſs, 
I can the rather forgive on account of the re- 
ſpect I bore you; but if done out of paſſion 


and reſentment, you deſerve the utmoſt con- 


tempt. Let it be which of theſe i it will, it is 


plain you have brought diſgrace upon yourſelf ; 
and how you will look your London friends in 
| the face I canndt tell. I ſhould be glad if this 


may N 55 yarn error, 


| Hours, Ke. 


| 1 1 059 


P. 8. N B. 3 ks no notice of your 
1 impertinent exception to the Doc- 

- - tor's comment on Gal. (which is 
ſtupid and ridiculous, like the reſt 

of your performance). For if bap- 

tiſm lead our faith to Chriſt for juſ- 
tification, hereby both our faith 54 . 
baptiſea give Chriſt alone the glory. 


— «r AA nie IS A INS CT I OT" e s e ** I] , = . 25 * 


